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EMERGENCY PUBLIC HOUSING, DAMPIER PENINSULA — TANYA AND JASON DANN 

Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [9.11 am]: I rise to grieve to the Minister for Housing with regard to Tanya 
and Jason Dann, who desperately need housing after a fire. They are actually from Ngardalargin community on 
the Dampier Peninsula. They are a young couple with two children who have been living in the community this 
year. Their house burnt down on 12 September due to a bushfire. The major issues here are, firstly, that this was 
avoidable. The property is managed by the Department of Housing through the Aboriginal Lands Trust and a 
number of other agencies; that is also a part of the problem. The young couple moved in and found that there 
was no water pump for the bore. They should have had access to a pump and water when the fire came through; 
they had already put in fire breaks and did everything else required of them to minimise the threat of bushfire. 

After the fire, they went to the resource agency; I do not like to name the agency, but there are several, so in this 
case I have to: it was the Mamabulanjin agency. They spoke to the people there who are responsible for 
maintaining equipment in the communities; that is their forte. However, when they went there and spoke to the 
project manager, he said, “We’re not going to replace it because our job is to maintain equipment, not replace it.” 
So then they were sent off to the Indigenous Coordination Centre in Derby. The manager of the ICC took the 
matter on; he had already been petitioned by several people in the broader community of Beagle Bay to assist 
this young family. The decision was made to not replace the pump because the previous pump had been stolen 
and it was not insured; therefore, there were no more funds available to replace it.  

So here we have another problem: we have assets out in the communities that are not insured. This house burnt 
down, it will cost $700 000 to replace it, and it was not insured; I found out about that only yesterday, and I am 
really, really disappointed about it. These are assets that are owned and managed by the state and they are not 
properly insured. I am sure this example is not the only one; we need to have a really good look at how we are 
managing the housing stock in remote communities. It is ridiculous. This is $700 000 worth of assets. Come on! 
This is rubbish. This is not the way to manage housing assets. We are experiencing a housing crisis in the region, 
and this house just went up in smoke without being insured. 

Obviously, we cannot help bushfires; I am not having a go about that because, apart from the lack of a pump, 
everything was done to minimise the threat. But what is going on when agencies with responsibility for such 
matters cannot work together to do something as simple as provide a pump? Something as simple as that—
500 bucks; that is all it would have taken. 

This young couple have tried to do the best they can. The community had been unattended; it was vacant for a 
while. The people who live in the community were unable to live there at the time; the old fellow had health 
problems and moved away for a while, until one of the family members could come back. That did not happen 
straightaway, so they gave permission for this young couple to go there. It meant that they had caretakers there, 
if nothing else, but the caretakers were not supported. Now this young couple have no housing. They have gone 
to the Department of Housing, FaHCSIA, ALT, the resource agencies, ICC—you name it. When they went to 
the Department for Child Protection, they were told they could be given $500 per person to help out. That is 
great; how about a big tent or something? That would have been helpful. No.  

At the moment, they are under emergency assistance and they are being put up at one of the backpacker 
facilities, but this will not fix the problem. The problem is that now they have no accommodation at all, and to 
add insult to injury, this young fellow had his own business up on the peninsula looking after air conditioning 
and electrical appliances, and all his equipment was burnt out in the fire, so now he cannot even provide an 
income for his young family. He has a job interview in Broome; do they want to live in Broome? No. It is not 
what they had planned, and it is not what they want for their children. She has a part-time job as well, but that is 
only for a couple of weeks.  

They are trying to do the best they can with the limited resources they have. They have been given $1 500 to go 
buy some clothing and essentials, but when I had a look at the stuff from DCP, it actually said that it provides 
emergency assistance and all sorts of other things, including essential furnishings such as whitegoods. Great! No 
house! Where are they going to put their whitegoods—under a tree? There is nothing there for these people. 

When there was the terrible flood out at Warmun and we lost all those houses, there was an instant response 
because of the volume of people. But this is still a family. This is a young family who have tried to do the best 
they can to keep their children away from all the humbug that is around them. They are trying to actually bring 
their children up under different circumstances so they are not affected by drugs or anything else, but now they 
have been forced to go and stay with rellies. Okay; some of them might want to have a little party, but it is not 
their house, so they are stuck there. 
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What are we going to do with them? The issue is that there is no emergency accommodation and no strategic 
plan for looking after the assets. Who is supposed to ensure that the insurance is paid? I own assets; I insure 
them. Why? Because I worked hard to get them. If somebody nicks something, I will go and get my insurance. 
These people did not even have that opportunity because they did not even have the equipment. This is where the 
system is falling down. There are several agencies, and no-one is taking responsibility. These are real issues. I 
have some information for the minister, which I will pass to him later, but this family needs a hand, and they 
need it now. It is urgent, and this has taken long enough. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Housing) [9.18 am]: I thank the member for Kimberley. I had the 
good fortune to meet Tanya and Jason, albeit briefly, when I was in Broome recently. 

Mrs C.A. Martin: At a radio station. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, it was really unfortunate; I was pretty busy that day and I got caught up with a 
couple of other issues. I would like to have spent some more time with them. I firstly say how respectful I am of 
people’s choices, member for Kimberley, to go and live in outstations. It is, in my view, a practical choice to 
make for a range of reasons, as the member has outlined. As the member knows, I have been up on the peninsula 
a few times. I am not sure whether one would refer to Cape Leveque as an outstation per se, but I understand 
why it is important for them to have their accommodation on that land. 

I think there are two issues: firstly, what are we going to do to assist Tanya and Jason and their kids? If the 
member has more contact details, I would be happy to get the regional manager, Shane, to contact them and see 
what we can do in the short to medium term. I understand there have been some attempts to contact them, but 
because of their circumstance that has not been entirely successful, so if we can close that communication gap, 
that may help.  

Mrs C.A. Martin: We know where they are. I can get one of my staff to go around and get them to contact you, 
if you like.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That would be brilliant. They are obviously in Broome, because they found me pretty 
easily—mind you, I do stand out a bit. I thank the member for doing that.  

There is a broader issue though, which the member highlighted, and it is a source of a lot of frustration for me. 
That is the relationship between the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous 
Affairs—the commonwealth—and the state over the distinction between a remote community and what the 
member would term an outstation. The member highlighted this issue. The outstation where Tanya and 
Jason Danns are is effectively a FaHCSIA-funded facility.  

Mrs C.A. Martin interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Be that as it may, the funding that normally goes into the maintenance of these facilities is 
provided by FaHCSIA. If it was in Beagle Bay, One Arm Point or any one of the other communities up there, the 
Department of Housing would have a direct responsibility. One of the reasons that the response to the Warmun 
flooding was so swift is that not only are there a lot of people there but also it is a community for which the 
department has had a clear responsibility, through a whole range of arrangements with the commonwealth. I do 
not have the exact details as to why that pump had not been replaced—it could not be fixed because it was 
gone—but I do know, as the member pointed out, that the Danns had approached FaHCSIA and the service 
provider in that area. The member can correct my pronunciation — 

Mrs C.A. Martin: Mamabulanjin. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes. None of them had been in a position to provide assistance The member may recall 
sometime ago in the Parliament I raised an issue that was in a letter from Senator Sterle, which touched on the 
same issue. I know that it is frustrating; I get frustrated as well. We are happy to accept the responsibility and do 
the work, but the challenge for us is that we need some funding to support us to do that. I know that policy 
argument should not be the concern of the people whose lives are ruined, but it is an argument in how we go 
about supplying services. It is a broader issue that we need to address. Unfortunately, a lot more is to come in 
that space—for example, the current debate with the commonwealth about the transference of municipal 
responsibilities, which is over and above what we fund through the remote Aboriginal housing program. We are 
happy to work with Tanya and Jason to try to sort out an issue in the short to medium term. Let us not forget that 
in the last couple of years we have built 24 new dwellings on the peninsula and 20 in Broome. However, I am 
not sure whether the nature of the funding provided to us by the commonwealth can be used to provide 
accommodation on outstations. I will have to check that; I do not have that information at hand.  

Mrs C.A. Martin: One of real issues is that we have infrastructure out there that is worth millions of dollars: 
one, it is not insured; two, it is not being maintained properly; and, finally, these are assets that belong mostly to 
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the state and some of it belongs to the federal government. But, realistically, who is going to take responsibility? 
The reality is that we need to take the lead on this, and that is where you come in.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: If I can again say, as the member would be aware, in the communities for which we have 
responsibility, we do a reasonable job. Of course, we could do better, but we do a reasonable job in maintaining 
the assets that we have. We collect funding from the commonwealth to assist us to do that. From my observation, 
and I have only been in the housing portfolio for three years, I have seen some significant improvements in some 
of these communities.  

Mr M. McGowan: On and off!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: On and off, yes. The process carried on without me and I suspect it will continue after me. 
There is an issue with these smaller outstations; I acknowledge that. I would love to be able to help. The problem 
is—again this is of little comfort for the people who are experiencing difficulties, such as the Danns—that we 
just do not get the funding from the commonwealth to do that; or, when we have received it, the process is 
convoluted. Although, having said that, all the advice from the agencies is that our relationship with FaHCSIA is 
improving significantly. But that is not going to help Tanya and Jason at the moment. We will do some research, 
and if we can use the funds that we have available from the commonwealth for our remote Aboriginal housing 
program to help replace that accommodation, we will. The member knows where the Danns are, and if they can 
make contact with Shane, the regional manager, we will see what we can do in the short to medium term.  

I will quickly refer to a couple of other things. As the member knows, we bought the Broome motel for about 
$8 million or $9 million. That has worked reasonably well; and there is a social housing component there. We 
are working hard with the community at One Arm Point and we just had meetings to try to locate what I will call 
an itinerant visitor camp there, and we will engage with the commonwealth and state, and with Goolarabooloo, 
in an effort to progress a hostel to meet our requirements there. While we have some engagement, I acknowledge 
there are significant problems with housing in the Kimberley, in particular, for people who I think have made a 
fantastic lifestyle choice to look after themselves and their kids and who are faced with such dire consequences. 
 


